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Joint Chiefs Urge 
Bombing of Hanoi’s 
Oil, Fuel Suppl ies 


The U.S. Joint Chiefs of 
ptaff are ^unan imously urging 
^expansion war 

|against Communist North 
|Vietnam, with fuel and oil 
fstocks in the Haiphong area 
jthe top priority target, it was 
1 reported yesterday. 

Both major American news 
^services, Associated Press and 
f United Press International, 
j filed similar reports on posi- 
i tions attributed to the Joint 
/ Chiefs. 

v High civilian sources in the 
Administration acknowledged 
$nat intensified pressure is 


coming from inside the U.S. 
giilitary establishment to 
■jViden the scope of bombing 
•ptacks in North Vietnam. 
i They emphasized, however, 
that' decisions about the area 
of attacks in Vietnam deeply 
affect American global diplo- 
macy as well as military 
strategy. There is no current 
intention, these civilian sourc- 
es said, to authorize either the 
bombing of Hanoi and Hai- 
phong, or the mining of Hai- 
phong harbor. 

Fred S. Hoffman reported J 
for Associated Press: 

The Joint Chiefs believe it 
is important to hit the 
petroleum stocks so that the 
truck traffic carrying men and 
supplies to the Communists in 
South Vietnam might be 
crippled. 

The mining of Haiphong 
harbor, North Vietnam’s sole 
major port, rates only a No. 2 
priority with the military 
chiefs. 

U.S. civilian authorities 
argue that seaborne supplies 
a *e not of prime importance 
l ecause most war materiel 
dbmes overland from China. 

toj&ft „Yi eW ofjthe mjlltj& y 
chiefs, 

lo w orderj ^LnGRom o m h- 

^g^yorth the trouble. 

One thaa^' tides ' f i gu re in 
military thinking is an iron 
and steel plant in the Hanoi 
area which makes rails, 
structural parts for bridges 
and pontoons for spanning 
streams. 

Charles W. Corddry re- 
ported for United Press In- 
ternational: 

The Joint Chiefs attach 
_ ‘eatest importance to air 
itrikes against oil storage de- 
pots in the Haiphong port area 
Land Quangyen refineries north 
>f Haiphong. v 

Studies indicate that the 


Kind of bombing envisioned 
kould. kill vein^ ^JewT^^mv. 
.bmriahs,; 

MHfg*5mnt Chiefs believe that 
light bombing in the Hanoi 
area could achieve the same 
effects as mining or blockad- 
ing Haiphong without th e 
B risks. " 

rjTT'Is reasoned, for example, 
hat this would scare off free 
Uvorld ships that now call at 
I Haiphong and would not con 
i :em the Soviet Union, which 
Is supplying Hanoi with weap- 
ons. T 

The Joi^. Chief s have unan- 
ftaftusly favorVd fr hes^jer vv a ir 

Vembe^v v j96.4. The 

, The 1 ’ rafteMy assessment 
: ere is that if Hanoi rulers 
/ere fully informed of mili- 
ary developments in the 
5outh they ought to be quit- 
ing. Besides getting bad in- 
ormation from their own field 
mmanders, who report large 
otories, Hanoi chiefs appar- 
ently have yet to be convinced 
e United States will stay in 
e fight, ij^is believed. 


